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Abstract 

This research program is devoted to the production of European identity, through the analysis of 

the institutionali-zation of cultural diplomacy across Europe. It aims to show that the cultural 

dimension of European diplomacy and community and vice versa, the diplomatic practice of 

cultural action in Europe and the EU are due to identity issues (which they are supposed to cover 

for their actors). This program must inform the articulation between identity, cul-ture, diplomacy 

and Europe. The problem, built around issues of identity redefinition of the relationship between 

culture and diplomacy on a European scale, is as follows: Are they culture and diplomacy 

articulated across European Community, for produc-tion and justification of European identity and 

what it tell us about this new power system, its modes of action, representation and legitimacy? 

Hypotheses are built around, (1) instrumentation of culture as a diplomatic tool for the purpose of 

identity, (2) the issue of monopoly in terms of representation of European culture as the basis of 

European identity and (3) the role played by the promoteurs of European culture and the cultural 

diplomats in the production process of European identity . Approach, interdisciplinary, within 

sociology, history and political science should help to retrace the origins of Euro-pean cultural 

diplomacy, examining simultaneously, instrumentation culture through diplomacy and assignment 

of diplomatic challenges to cultural action, for so-called identity. The chronological period being 

investigated, is about fifty years (1954-2015). The base year is the signing of the European 

Cultural Convention by members of the Council of Europe and the creation of the European 

Foundation of Culture by Robert Schuman and Denis de Rougemont. The closing date of the 

period corresponds to the activation of the new EU diplomatic service (the EAS), planned and 

made possible by the Treaty of Lisbon. In this period, it will identify the endogenous and 

exogenous, macro-and microlevel, which explain the emergence of the idea of setting up a 

European cultural diplomacy and community, from the mobilization of the identity register. The 

field survey is targeted to be able to analyze both the institutions and EU policies (Council of 

Europe, European Commission), the foundation (think tank) and law (treaties, conventions) in 

being attentive to actors and their practices. Four main survey sites were selected: the European 

Foundation for Culture, the DG Culture and Natural Heritage (European Commission), DG Culture 

(Council of Europe), and the new diplomatic service of EU (EAS). 


